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administration has deemed some $2 billion in
Chinese goods originating from the Spratly
Islands and out of bounds for U.S. exporters. The
decision, made under the auspices of the
government’s counter-sovereignty program and
one that doesn’t apply to any other country,
came at a key moment in U.S.-China trade
negotiations: With a new round of talks set to
start next week, the White House is seeking
Chinese concessions and...Sign up for our
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City Bad news just keeps coming for one of the
city’s biggest landmarks. A survey commissioned
by the city Planning Commission earlier this year
found that the Empire State Building is in the top
five worst places to live in the country. “The
survey results are terrible,” said Richard
Goldstein, a New York City real estate agent and
founder of the site The Real Deals. “It’s one of
the only cities left that’s holding on to its
skyline.” The skyscraper in Lower Manhattan —
which is still the world’s tallest building — was
deemed one of the most affordable places to live
based on sales data across the country, a fact
that was highlighted on its Facebook page.
Brooklyn and Manhattan, for its part, were listed
in the top five. Neither was named specifically,
according to a representative for the Planning
Commission. “The data is not precise on how it
ranks,” said Alden Zaffir of the Planning
Commission. “I believe the report highlights that
the city’s neighbors in the five boroughs are
generally more affordable.” Roughly 6 in 10
Americans — more than 144 million people,
according to the Census Bureau — live in the
United States, compared to New York City’s 6.3



million residents, according to the most recent
census. And the New York City metro area had
about $2.7 trillion in annual economic activity in
2015, according to the bureau.
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